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After a tumultuous year in 2020 due to 
the COVID-19 pandemic, the grounding 
of international airlines all-but crushed 
air freight and turned many companies’ 
attention to the sea as an avenue to 
market – a channel that is, however, 
narrowing. 

Global container shortages, blowouts in 
transit times, lack of space on vessels, 
inclement weather and industrial actions 
have all combined to cause significant 
delays across the international shipping 
industry. 

Congestion at ports caused by capacity 
constraints, and the imposition of so-
called ‘congestion’ fees charged by 
shipping lines on goods brought into 
Australia, has the potential to lead to the 
loss of local jobs and industries. These 
issues are compounded by challenges 
faced by exporters and importers 
experiencing significant delays at 
international ports, which has increased  

the cost of getting goods in and out of 
Australia. 

What remains certain as we continue 
into an unsettled 2021 is that we need 
to work together as one community of 
exporters, importers, shipping lines, ports, 
government and industry to support 
trade which is at the heart of our nation’s 
growth and integral to our future.  

There are incredible opportunities 
for market and product expansion, 
particularly with Australia’s established 
and exceptional reputation worldwide, 
for companies, industry and government 
bodies who ensure efficiencies for 
Australian shippers, importers and 
exporters working together. We are also 
fortunate to be strategically located on 
the doorstep of Asia, with a population of 
more than 4.5 billion.

We must recognise Australian ports and 
the entire logistics chain that facilitates 
cargo movement from / to the wharf as 
an essential service nationally, so we can 
keep Australia moving. The Australian 
Peak Shippers Association (APSA) has 

been in close contact with industry as 
well as state and federal governments to 
emphasise how this absolute necessity 
should be approached to achieve the best 
outcome for the security of Australia.

Australia has always been defined 
as having ‘consistent exporters and 
importers’ – meaning day-in-and-out, 365 
days a year. It is this consistent supply 
that is integral to traders and end-users, 
making it paramount for our nation to 
guarantee reliability in meeting all product 
quality and delivery expectations. 

Exports is critical to the growth of 
Australia, so we need to produce more 
Australian-made products by creating 
more local jobs and investment here at 
home.  

In the meantime, please enjoy this latest 
edition of Across Borders and stay safe. 
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Amid ongoing global transport 
uncertainty and upheaval to 
Australia’s international distribution 
channels, the challenge to our 
shipping industries and disruption 
to essential workers has highlighted 
the need to strengthen our supply 
chains as they are the backbone of 
the nation’s trade and lifeblood for 
worldwide delivery.  

‘Trade Hub’ members were the guests of the British High Commissioner Her Excellency 
Vicki Treadell CMG MVO (pictured front left) for a private business lunch at the Hyatt 

Canberra on Thursday 4 February 2021.  Olga Harriton (APSA Chair – pictured front right 
alongside the British High Commissioner) and Paul Zalai (Director FTA – pictured back left) 
provided insights into global shipping challenges affecting Australian trade to complement 

general discussions on the future of UK-AUS trade policy.


