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EXECUTIVE REPORT

Australian Peak Shippers 
Association - Report from  
the Chair

By SEAN RICHARDS, APSA Chair / Executive General Manager - Visy Logistics

Sean Richards (Visy Logistics) – APSA 
Chair; Olga Harriton (Manildra Group) 
– APSA Vice-Chair; Eimear McDonagh 
(Australian Cotton Shippers Association) 
- Treasurer; Flaminio Dondina (Casella); 
Kurt Wilkinson (Fletcher International 
Exports); David Werner (Cargill); Patrick 
Hutchison (Australian Meat Industry 
Council); and Peter Morgan (Australian 
Council for Wool Exporters and 
Processors). 

We would like to welcome Michael 
Dunstan who replaces Andrew Wilson 
as the Australian International Movers 
Association (AIMA) representative on 
the CoM and to Paul Zalai who replaces 
Travis Brooks-Garrett as the association’s 
secretary. I would also like to sincerely 
thank Andrew and Travis for their services 
and wish them both the very best for their 
future endeavours.

The following is a summary of the main 
developments discussed at the AGM:

1. Global Shippers Forum (GSF). Paul 
and Caroline Zalai participated in the 
Global Shippers Forum (GSF) in London 
from 16 to 19 September 2019 at which 
time Paul was appointed as a Director. 
Importantly, this will allow for APSA to 
have an influence and to be at the cutting 
edge of trade and shipping reforms 
through interaction with international 
regulatory bodies. 

2. Incoterms2020. Freight & Trade 
Alliance (FTA) and APSA recently 
partnered with the Australian Chamber 
of Commerce and Industry (ACCI) to 
deliver workshops nationally during 
September 2019. FTA / APSA are 
following up this initiative in partnership 
with the WiseTech Academy to deliver 
online training providing a cost-effective 
means of delivering this important detail 
to members’ operational teams.  

3. Port of Melbourne – Container 
Origin – Destination Study. The Port 
of Melbourne (PoM) and the Victorian 
Government are keen to understand the 
movement of containers (on the landside) 
to and from the Port of Melbourne. FTA 
/ APSA is looking to support associated 
projects on a funded basis and if 
successful will be calling on members’ 
assistance / supply of data with strict 
protection of any commercially sensitive 
information.

4. Heavy Vehicle Safety & Safe 
Container Loading Practices 
Awareness Campaign. In partnership 
with the Container Transport Alliance 
Australia (CTAA), FTA / APSA have been 
successful in securing funding from the 
National Heavy Vehicle Regulator (NHVR) 
to deliver the Heavy Vehicle Safety & Safe 
Container Loading Practices Awareness 
Campaign. The working group have had a 
preliminary meeting with service providers 
and are well positioned to provide a 
series of free face-to-face forums and an 

online training package to members in 
the first half of 2020.

5. Coastal shipping. We continue 
to seek member feedback to present 
findings to the Department of 
Infrastructure in support of their current 
review.

6. Brexit. Via the GSF, members will 
be kept up to date on the Brexit deal 
implications. In the interim, Andrew 
Crawford (Head of Trade and Policy – FTA 
/ APSA) had the privilege to join peak 
industry representatives to meet with 
the Chief Negotiators for the Australia – 
European Union Free Trade Agreement, 
Ms Alison Burrows (Australia) and Ms 
Helena König (European Union) in 
Canberra on 17 November 2019.

7. IMO 2020 Global Sulphur Limit. 
Via the GSF we are looking to compile a 
global benchmark of fuel surcharges to 
monitor fuel prices and surcharges and 
help keep disciplines in the market. At a 
local level, Andrew Crawford represented 
FTA / APSA at the Sulphur Roundtable 
meeting hosted by the Australian 
Maritime Safety Authority (AMSA) in 
Melbourne on 31 October 2019.

8. Part X Review. APSA is the 
designated peak shipper body granted 
status by the Federal Minister for 
Infrastructure and Transport under Part 
X of the Consumer & Competition Act 
to represent the interests of Australian 
shippers generally in relation to liner 
cargo shipping services. As a part of 
our engagement with the Australian 
Competition and Consumer Commission 
(ACCC), it was confirmed that a 
“Discussion Paper” will be released this 
year with further engagement in 2020 
to assist in preparing a draft position by 
government and ultimately (potentially) 
legislative change. This is seen as a 
positive development which ultimately will 
assist APSA in determining options and 
risks / benefits of different models. 

The Australian Peak Shippers 
Association (APSA) hosted its Annual 
General Meeting (AGM) at the Port 
of Melbourne on 13 November 2019 
with the following Committee of 
Management (CoM) representatives 
re-appointed for the next 12 months: 
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9. Part X - 30-day notice. Shipping 
Australia Limited presented to APSA for 
a review the MOU for the China Korea 
Australia Express (CA6/A1X/CAE) Service 
Inwards/Outwards. APSA entered into 
formal negotiations and successfully 
removed a clause in the draft MOU 
that proposed 14 days rather than the 
legislated 30 days for notifications of blank 
sailings.

10. Infrastructure Surcharges

Sydney – David Scott (FTA Member 
Representative Sea Freight / Commercial 
Freight & Logistics) and Paul Zalai met on 
5 November 2019 with Peter Achterstraat 
AM (NSW Productivity Commissioner) 
and his senior advisors. We would like 
to thank the Hon. Andrew Constance 
(Minister for Transport and Roads and 
Member for Bega) for setting up this 
engagement following our meeting with 
him on 12 August 2019. FTA / APSA 
will be supporting the NSW Productivity 
Commissioner on agreed action items.

Melbourne - FTA / APSA / CTAA reached 
out to Deloitte and Freight Victoria for an 
update on the release of recommendations 
and the Victorian government responses. 
Paul Zalai met Roma Britnell MP (Shadow 
Minister for Ports and Freight and Member 
for Warrnambool) in Melbourne on 12 

November 2019 to elaborate on matters 
raised in the FTA / APSA submission. 

Fremantle – FTA / APSA provided a 
submission to Fremantle Ports on 27 Sept 
2019 warning of the escalating threat 
of Infrastructure Surcharge increases to 
Western Australian operations and seeking 
intervention via the Ports’ stevedoring 
leasing renewal arrangements. These 
concerns have clearly come to reality with 
their Infrastructure Surcharge (now referred 
to as “Terminal Access Charge”) scheduled 
to increase from $8.22 (excl GST) to $45 
(excl GST) per container effective 1 January 
2019 at DP World, Fremantle.

We are delighted to see the strong and 
immediate response from the Fremantle 
Ports CEO, Chris Leatt-Hayter “DP 
World’s action is disappointing, given the 
substantial effort both parties have made 
to reach agreement on the new lease 
arrangements over the past months. It 
also confirms Fremantle Ports’ concerns 
about the level of future infrastructure 
surcharges that may eventuate if no agreed 
approach is in place under the new lease. 
Fremantle Ports is currently considering its 
position with regard to longer-term lease 
arrangements at Fremantle. It will continue 
to strive for fair and reasonable commercial 
arrangements that are in the interests of all 
port stakeholders.”

John Park (Head of Business Operations, 
FTA / APSA) met with Chris Leatt- Hayter 
on 5 November 2019 and will keep 
members up to date with developments. 

National - we have maintained our 
engagement with the ACCC and are 
delighted that they have met their 
commitment to support for our advocacy 
activity on this matter. The Container 
stevedoring monitoring report 2018-19 
released 6 November 2019 reported higher 
Infrastructure Surcharges imposed on 
trucks and rail operators at ports helped 
the container stevedoring industry increase 
average revenue per container lift for the 
first time in seven years,

In closing this edition’s report from 
the Chair, I would like to thank the re-
appointed APSA CoM and the FTA 
administrative team for ensuring that 
shippers interests continue to be met via 
our peak industry alliance. 

Call: 02 9957 1878 or email: info@FTAlliance.com.au   
www.compliancenetfta.com.au

FREIGHT & TRADE ALLIANCE

This course provides everyone in the transport chain with a clear understanding 
of their responsibilities under CoR and the actions they may take to ensure 
breaches in heavy vehicle mass, dimension, loading, speed and driver fatigue 
laws do not occur. 

Chain of Responsibility

NEW COURSE

The Chain of Responsibility (CoR) requires that anyone who has control over the 
transport task must ensure their actions, inaction or demands do not contribute to 
breaches of Heavy Vehicle National Law.

Essential training for everone in the transport chain

For more information go to:

PAY & ENROL ONLINE

$137.50 per enrolment
Price includes GST

Freight & Trade Alliance, 68 Brooker Avenue, Beacon Hill, NSW 2100. ABN 59 160 523 384  


