
 

30 October 2020 
 
The Hon Christian Porter 
Attorney-General for Australia and  
Minister for Industrial Relations 
 
PO Box 6022 
House of Representatives 
Parliament House 
CANBERRA ACT 2600 
 
CC: 
Board members of Australian Peak Shippers Association (APSA) 
 
Via Email 
 
Dear Attorney General, 
 
I am writing to you on behalf of Freight & Trade Alliance (FTA) and the Australian Peak 
Shippers’ Association (APSA) seeking engagement with the Federal Government in terms of 
the ongoing industrial action at our waterfront that is having severe ongoing impacts on 
international trade. 
 
FTA is Australia’s leading representative body for the international supply chain sector 
bringing together importers, exporters, customs brokers, freight forwarders, logistics service 
providers and industry groups.  
 
FTA also manages the Secretariat for APSA being the peak body as designated by the 
Federal Minister of Infrastructure and Transport to protect the interests of Australia’s cargo 
owners and shippers in respect to shipping and international logistics services.  
 
As you are no doubt aware, we now have a temporary reprieve from industrial action with 
Enterprise Agreement negotiations resuming at container stevedore operations managed by 
DP World Australia, Hutchison Ports and Patrick Terminals. While this is a positive step, FTA 
and APSA have serious concerns that further disruption to operations may again take place 
in coming months at a time when shipping lines need to recover from the devastating 
impacts created by the disputes to date. 
 
Compounding concern is the escalated Protected Industrial Action announced this week by 
the Maritime Union of Australia against Svitzer, a major provider of tug services managing 
berthing of international container vessels. 
 
At this time, we desperately need business continuity to allow shipping lines to: 
 

• evacuate a glut of empty containers severely congesting port precincts,  

• service surging peak season import demands, and  

• help farmers and rural communities get a bumper crop of agriculture commodities and 
other produce to export markets.  

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
While the Federal Government justifiably boasts about its diplomatic achievements in 
gaining access to Free Trade Agreements and other opportunities for Australian commerce, 
this counts for little by failing to take measures that guarantee that we have a reliable supply 
chain to facilitate import and export operations.  
 
It is inconceivable that at a time when the Federal Government is trying to facilitate an 
economic recovery as a result of a global pandemic, we have insufficient ships coming into 
Australia with large numbers of blanked (cancelled) sailings and some by-passing major 
ports due to congestion. As a result, some shipping lines are simply refusing to take 
bookings altogether in the knowledge that berthing windows are conservatively two to three 
weeks behind schedule.  
 
Those shipping lines that are servicing Sydney are charging exorbitant “congestion 
surcharges” on top of record high freight rates meaning that many exporters and importers 
who can meet contractual obligations are doing so with diminished financial returns and in 
some cases at a loss. 
 
In what is a major threat to the long term sustainability of Australian businesses, overseas 
purchasers are moving away from dealing with Australian exporters due to the 
unpredictability of our supply chain and are using alternative overseas sources in a highly 
competitive international trade environment.  
 
The bottom line is that we need the Federal Government intervention to ensure our port 
operations are seriously treated as an essential service with permanent change to industrial 
relation law to ensure our trade gateways remain unimpeded.  
 
FTA / APSA supports the public position of Shipping Australia that at minimum, mechanisms 
must be introduced to ensure that co-ordinated industrial action across the waterfront cannot 
occur again. 
 
We look forward to your views on the current predicament and an opportunity for direct 
engagement with you and your department to achieve longer term reform.   
 
Please feel free to contact me direct on 02 9975 1878 / 0408280123 or 

pzalai@FTAlliance.com.au    

           

Pal Zalai  

Director, Freight & Trade Alliance (FTA) 

Secretariat, Australian Peak Shippers Association (APSA) 

Director, Global Shippers Forum (GSF) 
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