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Trade Forecasts – Port Botany & Port Kembla Combined 

The Challenge  

Changing Container Vessel Sizes 

Challenges 
 Tripling of container volumes in NSW 
 Doubling of bulk liquid volumes through Port Botany 
 Doubling of motor vehicles through Port Kembla 
 50% increase in dry bulk products through Port Kembla 
 Transported on water by increasing numbers and larger size vessels 
 Transport on land by increasing numbers and larger size trucks and many more trains 
 …….within the context of strong population growth in Sydney and the Illawarra 

 



What needs to be done? 



Containers 

Over 80 per cent of 
import containers 
through Port Botany 
are delivered within a 
40 kilometre radius of 
the Port and this will 
remain over the next 
30 years 



 
 Increased use of freight rail will 

assist in managing the growth in 
truck volumes. 
 

 Every one million TEU moved by rail 
reduces the number of trucks on the 
roads around Port Botany by more 
than 900 trucks each day. 
 

 Port Botany will be able to optimise 
its container handling capacity - to 
beyond 7 million TEUs per year. 
 
 



Our target is to move 3 million TEU per year 
by rail by 2045. 

 
 

This can be achieved by: 
 Improving the efficiency of current rail 

operations  
 

 Greater volumes of empty containers 
being delivered by rail to the stevedore 

 

 Bring on line planned IMT capacity eg. 
Enfield & Moorebank 

 

 Ensure the freight line has capacity in 
time for volume growth (including the 
freight line duplication between Mascot 
& Port Botany) 

 

 Grow IMT capacity including new IMTs 

 

 Once current capacity limits reached at 
the port (1M TEU) - provide additional rail 
sidings and container handling 
equipment. 

 

 

The Opportunity  



Sydney Metropolitan Intermodal Terminals 
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       NSW Regional Intermodal Terminals 



Port Botany: Operational Context 

No Dangerous Goods 
Permitted in the tunnel 

No trucks beyond this point 

Only two remaining 
truck access routes 

to Port Botany 
(Denison St & 
Foreshore Rd) 

Truck restrictions 
beyond this point 

Increasing 
proximity of urban 

development 

Diminishing area of 
industrial land suitable 

for port uses 

Other Key Issues 
• WestConnex connection 
• Fuel pipeline to WSA 



     Current situation affecting Port Botany: 

1. Ports and port-related infrastructure (i.e. major roads, freight rail and 
pipelines) being operationally compromised by sensitive use developments 
(e.g. residential encroachment) e.g. Warehouses in the Port Air development (Hale St) are 

restricted from operating 24 hours, 7 days a week including restrictions on truck numbers and 
frequency; Customs / Border Security development relocating from Denison St; higher density 
development along rail freight lines and intermodal terminals.  

2. Caps / limits  and restrictions continue to be imposed on port-related 
infrastructure e.g. Enfield Intermodal Logistics Centre; Moorebank IMT; potential restrictions on 

road access via Denison St due to Bunnings development.  

3. Ad hoc Planning Proposals and requests for land use rezonings before broader 
strategic planning work has been completed e.g. Masters development; Southern 

Precinct of the Enfield Intermodal Logistics Centre; Bay and McFall Streets, Botany rezonings 
including additional container facility restrictions in Three Ports SEPP. 

4. Road congestion along Foreshore Road (mainly private / light vehicles).  

 

 



     Current situation affecting Port Botany: 

 

5. Lack of supply of sufficient suitability located and operationally unconstrained 
employment / industrial lands, in proximity to Port Botany, to cater for the 
forecast trade demands of NSW. This includes allotment sizes e.g. continued 

subdivision of Ixom (Orica) lands; 124 ha of industrial land rezoned in Southern Sydney Employment 
Lands Area.  

6. Industry investment being reviewed due to perceived risks in being able to 
grow throughput through the Port, including operating restrictions and 
impediments to road access. e.g. Denison Street Risk Study; Vopak bulk liquids facility. 

7. Local community and residents are not being informed of the likely amenity 
impacts associated with living in proximity to ports, intermodal terminals and 
port-related infrastructure (roads and rail) and are not being required to 
adequately mitigate against port-related impacts e.g. noise complaints received from 

residents located 2km from Port. 



The way forward: 

1. Compromised planning outcomes between industrial and residential uses 
fails both industry and residents. We need a sustainable land use 
planning solution that allows industry to operate and expand in order to 
increase economic activity and jobs.  

2. We need a planning regime that facilitates freight as a priority. Freight 
needs greater recognition in planning at a state and local government 
level including the Sydney Metropolitan Plan and District Plans.  

3. The planning system needs to recognise that the current operational 
environment will change (particularly 24/7 operations) and therefore 
impacts could intensify including amenity impacts on sensitive uses. 

4. Retention and protection of industrial and employment lands are 
required including minimum allotment sizes for industrial lands. 

5. Top down support with the Department of Planning & Environment is 
required to achieve these outcomes.  



The way forward: 

6. Focus on critical infrastructure requirements for Western Sydney and 
Greater Sydney, such as: 

• New intermodal terminals in Badgerys Creek and Eastern Creek 

• Fuel pipeline connection between Sydney Airport and Western 
Sydney Airport 

• Protected freight corridors, industrial land and employment land 
servicing Western Sydney 

• Port Botany connected to WestConnex 

• Efficient road and rail connections between the Illawarra and 
Western Sydney 

• Efficient rail connection between Inland Rail and Sydney freight rail 
corridors 

• Other 

 

 



www.nswports.com.au 

Questions? 


