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History

• International Cargo Handling Co-ordination Association

• Independent, not-for-profit organisation

• Founded in 1952 to share lessons learned from logistics operations 

during World War II

• Dedicated to improving the productivity, efficiency safety, security 

and sustainability of cargo handling

• Covers all modes of transport

• HQ in London, UK (covering Europe)

• Regional chapters in Japan, Australia and Canarias/West Africa
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• Members in 37 nations:

• Port authorities

• Stevedores and terminals

• Transport and logistics operations

• Shipping lines

• Insurers and P&I Clubs

• Surveyors and consultants

• Government administrations/organisations

• Manufacturers and service companies

• Other membership organisations

• Individual members

Members
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Services

• Focus on improving the productivity, 

safety and security of cargo handling

• Active NGO (non-governmental 

organisation)

• ICHCA Technical Panel

• Technical advice, consultancy and 

training services to the cargo handling 

industry

• Workshops, seminars, roadshows  and 

conferences

• Conferences and networking with 

Government and industry
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NGO status

• NGO status and involvement in:

• IMO: International Maritime Organization

• ILO: International Labour Organization

• IAEA: International Atomic Energy Agency

• ISO: International Organization for 

Standardization

• UNECE: UN Economic Commission for Europe

• UNCTAD: UN Commission on Trade and 

Development

• We use our NGO status to monitor, contribute 

to and influence development of regulations that 

impact cargo handling standards 
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NGO activities

• Current NGO activities include:

• Code of Practice on Packing of Cargo Transport Units

• Liquefaction of bulk cargoes and MARPOL Annex V

• Approved Continuous Examination Programme (ACEP) for containers

• Thorough examination of ships lifting appliances

• IMDG and IMSBC Code amendments

• Safe mooring arrangements

• Maritime Single Window

• Revision of the ILO COP on H&S in Dockwork
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What we try to help prevent….
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ICHCA Technical Panel  

• Approx. 80 professionals and experts from 20+ countries

• Technical advice and assistance to members

• Develops ICHCA’s extensive range of technical documents, research 

papers etc.

• Supports ICHCA’s work on international legislation

• Meets at least twice a year since 1991 worldwide

• ITP#75 - Barcelona, Spain, March 2016

• ITP#76 - London, United Kingdom, September 2016

• ITP#77 - London, United Kingdom, March 2017

• ITP#78 - Las Palmas, Gran Canaria, Spain, October 2017

• ITP#79 - The Hague, Netherlands, April 2018
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Publications

• Over 90 topics in various formats including:

• Medical standards for drivers

• Port safety audit schemes

• Safe use of FIBCs

• Safe working on ro-ro terminals

• Container Safety Code

• Terminal lighting 

• Substance abuse in the workplace

• Joint publications and liaison with other organisations:

• BIMCO, COA, FIATA, GSF, IAPH, ITCO, PEMA, TT Club etc.

• Discounted copies of UN regulations:

• IMDG Code, IMSBC Code etc.
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ICHCA Chapters: Australia, 

Canarias/West Africa, Japan

• Provide education, information exchange, business and social 
networking opportunities

• Monthly e-newsletters reach a wide audience and cover key topics

• Members enjoy all the benefits of ICHCA International membership

• Facilitate regional co-operation, business relationships and 
knowledge building

• Represent a cross-section of cargo handling interests, including 
shipper groups, logistics and transport service providers, port 
authorities, terminal operators and government/public sector 
agencies


